Stromal collagenase in melanoma: a vascular connection.
In this issue, Zigrino et al. report on the role of host-derived mouse collagenase-3 (matrix metalloproteinase (MMP)-13) in melanoma growth and metastasis using a mouse model that lacks MMP-13. The authors demonstrate that vascularization of cutaneous melanomas in these mice is impaired compared with that of controls. This study emphasizes the importance of stromal murine MMP-13, a functional homologue of human MMP-1, in tumor progression.